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Week’s delay
to opening

Patients will get their first chance to
visit Honiton’s £1.2million day
centre, which will be named Kings
House Day Hospice, on Wednesday;,
February 17— a week later than
planned.

The delay is as a result of ‘build-
ing problems’, but the extra time will
allow for the final checks to be made.

Glynis Atherton, Hospiscare chief
executive, said: “There were build-
ing problems, so we could not move
in all our equipment and we want it
to be sparkling clean and perfect
when our patients visit.

“We have offered our patients the
opportunity to attend day care
sessions at either Exeter or
Tiverton.”

Specialist antimicrobial fabrics
have been used throughout the build-
ing as they are long lasting and
washable.

Glynis added: “The furniture has
been designed for very flexible use,
the ceilings are high and there are
lots of window making the south
facing building very light.

“A ground force team of volun-
teers will be planting the garden in
April and Hospiscare will soon be
announcing the dates for public open
days at Kings House.”

The day hospice appeal has now
reached £275,000 — £25,000 more than
the original target.

New group ‘a breath of fresh air’
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A brand new alliance for independent
candidates is vowing to change the
political landscape across East Devon.

On Tuesday, February 3, just 93
days before the national and local
elections on May 7, the campaign
group East Devon Alliance (EDA)
revealed that, as far as the Electoral
Commission is concerned, it is now a
political party, unveiling a website
and manifesto.

However, in reality, the EDA is a
broad, umbrella group for similar-
minded activists - and now more inde-
pendent candidates are set to contest
district council seats in East Devon
than at any point since 1973.

At the launch at the Axminster
Heritage Centre, its leaders urged
residents - tired of the old political
parties - to rally to their cause.

Its leader is Woodbury and
Lympstone’s independent district
councillor Ben Ingham, with free-
lance BBC documentary maker Paul
Arnott as chairman and Ian
Mckintosh, founder of the EDA and
retired circuit judge, its president.

Councillor Ingham said: “For years
the three main national political
parties have been telling us what they
want to do instead of listening and
then delivering what we need to have.
People are so fed up they have even

been voting for the nationalist parties
as an alternative, but these alterna-
tive parties prey on people’s gravest
fears... they preach division and sepa-
ration instead of unity, respect and
understanding.”

He said it did not have to be like
that and insisted that prospective
parliamentary candidate Claire
Wright, EDA’s council candidates and
other independent councillors had a
‘very definite set of ideas.’

“Our campaign is like a breath of
fresh air in a stagnant room,” said
Cllr Ingham.

“So, over the next few weeks, all of
us in East Devon should open the
windows to change, breathe in deeply
and take part in the most exciting
political event to happen in East
Devon for decades.”

Their policies range from ensuring
that East Devon District Council
(EDDC) is more open and accounta-
ble, supporting local businesses,
preserving the environment, keeping
local hospitals open and backing new
developments - but only if they are
‘sensitive’ to what local people want.

Mr Arnott said: “We will allow
vulnerable independent candidates to
stand as independent East Devon
Alliance candidates in May.

“We know how hard it is for inde-
pendents to stand without the help of
a party machine.”

He said that the EDA had heard

W Members of the East Devon Alliance at their launch event.

many complaints from residents
about the way things were done at
EDDC ‘because of national parties
first standing in local elections 40
years ago, it has led today to an atro-
phied one-party disaster...”

“There’s no point just moaning

from the sidelines... the only way to
reform our council is through the
ballot box,” he said.

“In May, the people of East Devon
will be offered independent candi-
dates across the district on a previ-
ously unknown scale.”
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Springtime in the Azores
Cruise

Sailing from Bristol on board MV Azores - Departs 26 March 2015

Calls at three contrasting islands in the wonderful
mid-Atlantic archipelago and in the glorious
‘Floating Garden’, as well as the opportunity

to discover mainland Portugal’s two principal
cities — the historic capital Lisbon and ancient,
wine-producing Oporto — and pilgrimage shrine
Santiago de Compostela ensure the enjoyment of
this fascinating springtime ‘voyage of discovery’.

@ www.newmarket.travel/asw () 0843 316 1159 cosc ASW
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_"' GREATSAVINGS Plus s

i Buy One

Price includes

twin cabin

Funchal, Lisbon

HALF PRICE’

e 15 nights’ full board accommodation on
board Azores based on two people sharing a

Fantastic Value Holidays

Blackpool Illuminations

See the greatest free light show on earth - the famous, breathtaking Blackpool llluminations,
when over a million bulbs create a stunning light spectacle which will take your breath away.
You'll also enjoy a tour of ‘Last of the Summer Wine Country’and visit the delightful spa

resort of Buxton.

3 days from £1 35.00

BOOK BY 315" OCTOBER 2014
to take advantage of our
superb discounts!

TRAVEL OFFERS

"2 Newmarket
g Holidays

Departs 17 October 2014 & 16 October 2015

Fairy-tale German Christmas

Join us for a Christmas to remember on a festive holiday that combines a stay in a
welcoming four-star lakeside hotel in historic Hanover — complete with a special Christmas

menu - with some delightful, picture-postcard towns and villages, the beautiful Harz
Mountains and Hamelin of Pied Piper fame.

16 days from

£2469.00

7 days from £68900

2 days from £99.00

Departs 22 December 2014

Ironbridge Gorge Victorian Christmas

Blists Hill Victorian Town provides a unique setting in which to enjoy Christmas celebrations
from the Victorian era. We also include visits to the Ironbridge Gorge as well as
Birmingham'’s Frankfurt Christmas Market.

Departs 5 December 2014

| For your FREE brochures, complete coupon & send to: Newmarket Promotions Ltd,

e First-class on-board entertainment
e Ports of Call: La Coruna, Leixoes (for Oporto),
Horta, Praia da Vitoria, Ponta Delgada,

*Applies to bookings made by 31 October 2014 quoting promotional code
PZ5EQJ. Offer may be withdrawn at any time.

1 FREEPOST KT2720, Worcester Park, KT4 8BR (NO STAMP REQUIRED)

1 Tick brochure(s) required: [] Springtime in the Azores Cruise [] Blackpool lluminations [] Four-
! Star Fairy-Tale Germany [ Ironbridge Gorge Victorian Christmas
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These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions/ &N
Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V787X/V7812. ATOL protected 2325. Subject 4BA BTA

to availability. Single supplements apply. Calls cost 5p per minute.

The Travel Association



