
‘Huge leap’ in fight to save day centre
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PROFESSIONAL day care services for older
people could soon be returning to Honiton,
after community leaders celebrated a “huge
leap forward” in their bid to save the St
Michael’s day centre.
Dedicated volunteers fighting to secure the build-

ing’s future have now struck a deal with county coun-
cil chiefs to provide day care services at the building
for three-and-a-half days a week.
They will now seek to establish a community inter-

est company to help them raise enough money to get
the project off the ground later this year.
A small group of volunteers came together soon

after Devon County Council announced it would no
longer be able to cover the cost of day services for
older people at St Michael’s.
Under a new name – provisionally the ‘Honiton 55+

Centre’ – the group hopes to recruit two paid members
of staff to work alongside an army of volunteers in
restoring regular day care services at the building.
The group plans to provide clients with the option

of full or half-day visits, with a regular lunch club and
coffee mornings also in the pipeline.
Around £6,000 has already been contributed to help

kick-start the project, and those leading the scheme
say they are confident of raising the money required.
Jackie Wadsworth, whose elderly mother is a former

user of the St Michael’s day centre, began the project
last year and is now being supported by a team of vol-
unteers.
“The idea was first raised at Christmas, when my

mother was upset about having to say goodbye to the
many friends she had made at St Michael’s,” she said.
“The first six months is going to be very hard graft

for whoever is involved, but we will start slowly and
gradually build things up.”
John Zarczynski, who was appointed the group’s

chairman at a meeting last week, said: “We have had
promises of substantial donations and will be able to

by Jack Dixon
jack@pemedia.co.uk
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Pulman’s

apply for grants from a long list of sources. So we feel
we will have enough money to make the commitment
as far as staffing is concerned.
“But the important thing is that we have had the

offer from the council – we have made a huge leap
forward by securing the three-and-a-half days.
“There will be many more hurdles to clear but we

have jumped the first one.”
As well as providing a service for former clients of

St Michael’s, Mr Zarczynski said the group wants to
extend the building to anyone over the age of 55.
They also want to expand the scope of the service

over time, with a long-term vision to provide a bene-
fits clinic and treatment room at the centre.
Mr Zarczynski added: “It sounds like a great deal

for us to organise, but it’s
something we will be
working on and expand-
ing as we go along.
“If we do not lay the

foundations now we can-
not expect these things to
happen in the future.”
Devon County Council

announced last year that
it would be withdrawing
its funding for day cen-
tres, as part of a pro-
gramme of cost-cutting
measures.
Alternative day care

provision has since been
arranged for many of the
centre’s former users.
But Mr Zarczynski said

there are “many people

who have been reallocated against their wishes and
scattered across the area”.
“Some of them will miss their friends and their sur-

roundings. We will give them the chance to come
back,” he said.
Neil Hurlock, from the TRIP Community Transport

Association, has also stepped in to manage the fi-
nances.
Mr Hurlock said a substantial donation had already

been made towards the project, with some of the
money to be used to set up the company and produce
a business plan. 
And the group is already looking ahead to August,

by which time they hope to have the service up and
running.
Anyone interested in supporting the project should

contact Jackie Wadsworth on jacbar007@btinternet.
com or 01404 43935.

n COMMUNITY CARE:
Jackie Wadsworth and
John Zarczynski, pic-
tured, are leading a
project to restore care
services to the St
Michael’s day centre
building in Honiton

Now Open !  •  Introductory Offer 10% Off *
* Offer available to those within the EX or DT postcode areas

To book, please e-mail spa@cranberrieshideaway.co.uk or call us on 01297 33193
Hideaway Spa at Cranberries • Hills Farm • Whitford Road • Kilmington • Devon • EX13 7NS

THE HIDEAWAY SPA AT CRANBERRIES

Find us on



Indoor bowls
THE closing meet of the season saw Ilminster
win the Grainger Cup on the home turf of
Ilminster Bowls Club.

Full story on page 66

u GRAINGER CUP CHAMPS from right: Matt Hamilton,
Peter Mattravers, Colin Spurway, Jason Miles, Alan
Holt, Gerry Morris, Steve Turner and Kevin Hamilton
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

IN THIS
WEEK’S
PULMAN’S
VIEW

AXMINSTER: Neil
Parish, East Devon
Tory parliamentary
candidate,  updated
the public at a meet-
ing over the notori-
ous Hunters Lodge
A35 blackspot

HONITON: Jackie
Wadsworth founded
the now fast-pro-
gressing project to
bring day care for
older people back to
the town

Tawney was a stray that
no‐one claimed.  If she could
be your cat instead call us!

Honiton Cats Protection
01404 45241

www.honiton.cats.org.uk

SPORT

Pulman’s View
News from across East

Devon and South Somerset

OTTERY: Helen
Harms is the new
chief officer of local
community services
charity the Ottery
Help Scheme

ILMINSTER: Andrew
Fox organised and
hosted the town’s in-
augural Town Crier
Competition

n CHARD: Pages 19-21

n HONITON: Pages 22-26

n PROPERTY: Pages 35-46

n LOCAL SERVICES: Pages 49-57

n MOTORS: Pages 58-64

n SPORT: Pages 65-68

FEATURES

View 2

WITH THE DAWNBella Hardy brings new album tour to Exeter    seepage 33

BLUES CARAVAN ROLLS IN+e Girls With Guitars come to the Barn    see page 33

ROBERTS & LAKEMANCouple’s new album tour heads to Devon    see page 28

PSYCHIC 
VIBRATIONS ON THE MEDIUM WAVEA night of clairvoyance with Stephen HolbrookSee page 29

� AN EVENING OF CLAIRVOYANCE

� JAZZ JAM GIG

� LIVELY SHOW AT BEER WURLITZER

� MURDER MYSTERY ON THE TRAM

� ROBERTS & LAKEMAN 

� IMAGES FROM LIFE AND MUSIC

� THE BLUES CARAVAN

� BELLA HARDY

� LISTINGS

SEE PAGES 27-33

�e ultimate leisure guide for East Devon & South Somerset

EAST DEVON BRANCH
www.eastdevoncats.com

ALL OUR CATS AND KITTENS ARE FLEAD, WORMED, VACCINATED, MICROCHIPPED AND NEUTERED.
WE ALSO HELP WITH NEUTERING COSTS FOR THE KITTENS WE HOME

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THIS GORGEOUS BOY?
He has been handed in as a stray from the Millmoor Lane area of
Newton Poppleford.
If he is not claimed he will be re homed. Call 01297 21610
SUMAC, TIKKA & HERBIE are delightful 5 month old kitten-cats.
They are a little bit timid at the moment but are responding well to
socialization. Ideally, they need a rural situation. They are staying
at our foster home in Plymtree.
To find out more call Jassy on 01884 277929
We also have several cats who are looking for rural homes where
they will be cared for but are free to roam. Most of these cats are
really good hunters, so if you have a mouse or rat problem they
can help. If you need an environmentally friendly rodent controller
please contact Gill on 01297 35110        

Neutering Advice and help with Neutering Costs for those eligible Call 01297 21610
IF YOU HAVE LOST OR FOUND A CAT PLEASE CALL - 01297 21610
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SEATON
Council meet residents
over parking issues

Police clampdown on
anti-social behaviour

‘Huge leap’ in fight to
save day centre

TOP STORIES
FROM ACROSS
EAST DEVON
AND SOUTH
SOMERSET

CAMPAIGNERS behind an 80-strong petition
against new parking restrictions won a partial
victory when Devon County Council (DCC)
agreed to meet them and put their concern on
the agenda.

There is no guarantee that the double yellow
lines they oppose will be removed but DCC has
agreed to meet the residents of Seaton Down
Road who object to the yellow lines down a sec-
tion of the road between Ryall’s Court and Cherry
Drive.

They claimed to have been “appalled” at the be-
ginning of October to find that parking restric-
tions had been put in place without warning. DCC
denies to have acted without warning, but has
agreed to review the matter.

Unit 1, Fosseway Park, Harepath Road, Seaton, Devon EX12 2WH
(next to Lyme Bay Auctions)

Email: marilynwoolland@aol.com   Tel: 07793 112319

FOR SALE OVER 5,000 CASES OF WINE
We have over 5,000 cases of wine to clear from a major 

insolvency practitioner all at 
£18.50 for a case of six (£3.08 each) inclusive

To include: Merlot, Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon, Shiraz, 
Montepulciano, Pinot Grigio plus rose, Nero.

Also Prosecco (Italian Champagne) only £37.00
SALE OR RETURN FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS

Usual opening times Mon-Fri 9.30am-5pm
Also Saturday 25th & Sunday 26th April 10am-5pm
As from Tuesday 28th April all wine will now be sold from the

Newlook News, Harbour Road Seaton.
(Opposite Rainbow) Same Price, Same Wine.

Cartier  
A platinum and 

diamond single stone ring
Sold for £14,000St. Edmund’s Court,

Okehampton Street,
Exeter. EX4 1DU
W: www.bhandl.co.uk
E: enquiries@bhandl.co.uk

VALUATION DAY
of Antiques & Jewellery

Thursday 30th April
at 

Thelma Hulbert Gallery
Dowell Street, Honiton

10.00am - 1.00pm

Kennaway House
Coburg Road, 

Sidmouth
2.00pm - 4.00pm

All enquiries please 
telephone 01392 413100

www.sofaa.org
SOFAA

COLYTON & COLYFORD
Council agrees to take
on the town library
COLYTON Parish Council has agreed in principle
to take on ownership of the town’s library after it
was chosen as one of 12 across the county to pilot
a community-led scheme.

Following public consultation after it was an-
nounced that Devon County Council had to cut its
library budget £1.5million over the next four
years, Colyton was named as one of 12 libraries
across the county to pilot a scheme which would
see the local community taking greater respon-
sibility in running the facility.

Devon County Council is working with commu-
nity groups in the 12 towns to help shape the new
organisation and try new ways of involving local
people so they can have more say on how their li-
brary is run. In Colyton, the council has been
working with the Friends of Colyton Library.

Having attended a meeting with the Friends,
parish councillor Sheila Smith reported back to
the council last week, asking if they would con-
sider taking owenership of the building.

Jane Dauncey of the Friends of Colyton Library
said: “We are very pleased the parish council has
agreed in principal to take on the building and we
look forward to working with them closely in the
future.

“This is a major step towards achieving our goal
of a secure community library for Colyton.”
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I’VE  spent most of my adult life involved in
sport in one way or another. 

As a young man I played football and cricket,
finishing the former when I was 35 and the lat-
ter when I was 55.

I went on to manage a sports publishing
company in London where I met many of my
sporting idols. Some were decent chaps; oth-
ers, well put it this way, you wouldn’t want
your daughter to marry them.

When I returned from London I spent 10 years
as chairman of my home-town football club
and I am now proud to be a life-member and
President.

I’ve made many friends through sport and
enjoyed some fantastic occasions at sporting
arenas around the world.

But my greatest regret is that I failed to de-
liver new sporting facilities in Lyme where the

ill-fated Strawberry Field project to find a new
home for Lyme Regis FC failed miserably,
never to be resurrected.

So I’ve taken a great  interest in Axminster
Town’s move to brilliant new facilities in Chard
Road, a project that has not been without its
problems but at long last seems to be reaching
fruition.  I wish them well.

I was also interested to hear this week that
Ilminster Town FC have fears that their Gooch
Pavilion project, with the finance secured,
could be jeopardised by alleged misinforma-
tion sweeping the town about the club’s ability
to manage such a facility.

I’ve always considered Ilminster FC to be one
of the best run sporting clubs in the area and
have no doubt they are more than capable of
rising to the challenge.

Philip Evans

ILE DENTAL CENTRE
is now accepting           patients

Our practice in East Street, Ilminster is now 
accepting new NHS patients. We are a family

 orientated practive and welcome
 new patients

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN
OUR PRACTICE CALL
              01460 52480

or come in
and see us at

17 East Street, 
Ilminster
TA19 0AJ

WE LOOK
FORWARD TO
WELCOMING

YOU

CREWKERNE
Schools create outdoor areas with £40,000 grant

PROFESSIONAL day care services for older peo-
ple could soon be returning to Honiton, after
community leaders celebrated a “huge leap for-
ward” in their bid to save the St Michael’s day
centre.

Dedicated volunteers fighting to secure the
building’s future have now struck a deal with
county council chiefs to provide day care services
at the building for three-and-a-half days a week.

They will now seek to establish a community
interest company to help them raise enough
money to get the project off the ground later this
year.

And the group is already looking ahead to Au-
gust, by which time they hope to have the service
up and running.

AXMINSTER police are targetting anti-social
youths to stamp out increasing instances of anti-
social behaviour.

Police Sergeant Jim Humphrey (Neighbourhood
Team Leader Honiton & Axminster) has revealed
to Pulman’s View that a strategy was put in place
after “a very small number of youths” caused “a
disproportionate amount of anti-social behav-
iour”.

Those attending Axminster Town Council on
Monday, April 13th heard members of the public
tell about youths harassing elderly residents in
Willhayes Park by knocking on doors and tapping
on windows.

Patrols have been increased, and police have a
Plan B in case one is needed. 

PUPILS at two primary
schools in the Crewk-
erne area are reaping
the benefits of grants
totalling almost £40,000.

The  Crewkerne and
Misterton Federation
consists of Ashlands
Church of England
First School and Mis-
terton Church of Eng-
land First School.

Both schools have
been able to transform
outdoor areas thanks
to grants from Sport
England’s Primary
Spaces Fund.

School business
manager Lisa Carter
explained: “The  Crew-
kerne and Misterton
Federation is thrilled to
have been awarded
£17,400 for Ashlands
Church of England First
School and £18,500 to
Misterton Church of
England First School. 

Lisa added: “The in-
vestments have been
used to further trans-
form the schools’ out-

door  spaces, creating vibrant multi-activity
games areas including traverse  climbing walls
that can be used both within the curriculum and
outside  school hours by local communities. “

Carol Wills, who is the headteacher of both
schools, said: “The grants have made a huge dif-
ference to both schools.”

Rising to the challenge
From the editor’s chair


